
	Sandwell Management Group Meeting


	Date: Wednesday 16th November 2011
	Venue: Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury, B68 8NG


	Present: 
Tariq Begg

Bob Cohen
Jon Egan

Carol Gallimore

In attendance:

Stephanie Hardy (BCHG)
	Bill Hodgetts

Dorothy Nemedi

Amaro Pereira

Carol Powney
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	Welcome and Apologies: 
The Chair opened the meeting, welcoming everyone. Apologies were noted from Hardeep Kaur and Pam Jones.
The Host additionally noted apologies to Bob due to lack of large print.

Conflicts of Interest

The Host noted BCHG.
Minutes of last Meeting: 
The minutes were agreed as accurate.
Matters Arising: 
Protocols: The Host and Scrutiny protocols were sent out to the members. It was noted that there was no longer any support officer.

Posters/Open Forum: It was agreed to send the posters out to the GPs, West Bromwich Representatives and LINks members.
GP Disability Reference Group: Dorothy Nemedi stated this focused more on Langley, but there would be some input regarding Wednesbury and Great Bridge. Dot explained she had heard some tender presentations and had an opportunity to ask questions; others present were from a range of disability groups, e.g. deaf or visually impaired.
Henderson Unit: It was explained this was a rehab/short-stay ward reopened at Rowley. A second ward had been planned, but Dudley pulled out. Bill Hodgetts, who attended the opening, commended it as very clear and open.
Advertising: It was agreed to try letters to the editor as and when appropriate.

‘Bringing Wisdom to Research’: Carol Gallimore had found it very interesting. Dorothy Nemedi also found it worthwhile. They’d made some good contacts.
Cardio Rehab: Bill Hodgetts explained he’d had an email from John Adler acknowledging the difference in provision. He stated that there was now a new deliverer at Sandwell. The provider is talking to providers of rehab at City about linking up.
It was agreed Carol Powney need not raise the question.

Identification of Any Other Business
Amaro Pereira had 1 item.
Jon Egan had 3 items.

Carol powney had 1 item.

Bill Hodgetts had 1 item.
Host Update

Joint LINk Meeting: The Host explained that this had been arranged for Friday 25th November at the Salvation Army, 1pm until 3pm. Members agreed to it being catered and Jon Egan, Amaro Pereira and Carol Gallimore were to attend.

Scrutiny: The Host explained they had met with Stuart Bentley to discuss linking the work that LINk and the Adults and Health Scrutiny Panel were doing; some councillors and scrutiny officers may consequently attend the session on 9th December with the CQC.
Stroke: The Host related details of a workshop on planning a consultation about stroke service reconfiguration. Carol also noted the work of the H&WB in response to LINk’s recommendation (they would refer to the NICE guidelines and set up an integrated pathway with PCT to lead). It was agreed that Carol Powney, Carol Gallimore and Bill Hodgetts would all attend on 28th November.
Annual Report: A document summarising all LINk annual reports was circulated for information. The Host identified that the members needed to begin planning the content of their next annual report. It was agreed for the Host to circulate copies of the annual report from last year. 

Budget

Members reviewed the budget, noting the underspend. They agreed they would like to produce 2 more newsletters and 1 annual report from it.

It was additionally agreed for the health and social care subgroup to review their work plan and consider where they could use resources most effectively.

Carol Powney noted that the mental health review and experience form development etc would also cost.

Chair’s Update

Members agreed to send a plant to the Chair to signify their best wishes.
It was also agreed to approach Scrutiny for a meeting in January, any Friday after 2pm at the Council House.

Subgroups’ Update

Health and Social Care Subgroup: It was agreed for Jayne Salter-Scott to attend the next health and social care subgroup.
Transition Subgroup: It was formally signed off for the LINk to issue replies/requests to the providers/commissioners on their complaint procedures. 
Bill additionally raised concern about the regularity of the steering group. Following some discussion, members mandated him to wait and see.

Meeting Feedback

Hospital Trust Board: Carol Powney updated that the Trust had been reassessed from major to minor concerns on nutrition, whilst privacy and dignity are still moderate. New measures are being put in place re: winter beds, etc. and messages issued to all staff. Mock CQC inspections are continuing. The Trust is also developing a carer strategy as part of their safeguarding. Carol noted that this month, the ambulance delay figures leapt by 8%. Carol will see if it stays high at the next meeting, then query why it’s so high/increasing and how ambulances are allocated. Jon Egan noted ambulances are subcontracted in the West Midlands.
Ambulance Event: It was agreed for Carol Gallimore to attend the Ambulance event on 25th November; Host to send information.
Scrutiny: Bill Hodgetts explained that the last meeting had focused on mental health support services. A lot of work was being done, but dementia/mental health need prevalence did appear to be growing.

IFR: Jon Egan noted the question of what will happen to individual funding requests when CCGs take over had been raised. The response was presently to wait and see.

Any Other Business:
Children’s Services: Amaro noted that children’s services are not up to scratch.
Ambassador’s Forum: Jon Egan gave a brief update.
Newsletter: Brief discussion took place around a potential complaint. The Host were unaware of the complaint and would look to identify it within the office.

Homeless Strategy: Sandwell are currently reviewing their homeless strategy and looking for information re: homelessness.

EDS: A member stated an objection to being asked what their sexuality was, but not being provided with the option of ‘prefer not to state’.

Date of Next Meeting:
21st December 2011, 1:30 – 3:30pm, The Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury, B68 8NG. It was agreed this would be used as a teambuilding session with only urgent business discussed. An invitation was issued to Sam.
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