
	Sandwell LINk Health and Social Care Subgroup Meeting

	Date: Friday 4th November 2011
	Venue: The Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury, 


	Present:   
David Boaz

Sue Clothier
Hans Csuscmi
Carol Gallimore

In attendance:

Stephanie Hardy (BCHG)
	Ron Heath
Bill Hodgetts (Chair)

Jean Jenks
Lynette Webbe
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	Welcome and Apologies: 
The Host welcomed all to the meeting, noting apologies from Geoff Coleman, Jon Egan, Pam Jones, Janet Male, Dorothy Nemedi, Amaro Pereira and Carol Powney.
Conflicts of Interest

David Boaz indicated that although he’s currently a Governor at Black Country Partnership Foundation Trust, he doesn’t believe there will be a conflict of interest as he may not be in post at the time of the visit.
Minutes of the Last Meeting
These were agreed as accurate.
It was agreed to send a copy to Ron Heath.

Matters Arising
Members agreed they were happy to use the actions lists, but would prefer to have dates etc on the form to help them keep their paperwork separate.

Councillor Letter: Several small amendments were put forward to the grammar and Ron agreed to send an article acknowledging the figure of £664m as what carers save the council. The Host would amend and send to the councillors, targeted before the adult services committee. Members need to take the letters to councillor’s surgeries.
Carer Strategy: Ron explained that he had attended at the public meeting alongside Bill Hodgetts, Amaro Pereira and Martin Samuels. Ron related that he was given to understand the consultation had been drafted by Laura Brodrick and Sam Hay prior to the funding cuts, which was why it didn’t reflect the cuts.
Ron explained that he’d given a speech and that Martin Samuels had outlined the objective of the exercise as being to state that a 20% cut was necessary and consult on how. Ron stated that he’d told them the consultation was fundamentally flawed. He felt that the real cut would fall unduly on the front line, and that it was the elective extras being cut since some basic services are a legal duty.
Ron informed members that CARES have sent a reply, and that he has also drafted his own reply. He also drew attention to his petition to the council and a need for more signatures; he needs 1,500 to get a reply and 3,000 to get a debate. He asked for members, independent of their role in LINk, to collect extra signatures. Anyone who lives, works or studies in Sandwell can complete it.

Ron ended by reiterating his gratitude for LINk’s involvement with this discussion on carers. He mentioned there had been lots of comment in the press on the cuts and Geoff Walker had stated cuts hit the poorest 37% so it’s particularly important.
Options for Life Reply: It was agreed to get Geoff Coleman’s input.
Parking at Hospital: It was noted that the new cards are no longer working; yellow ones have been instituted in order for visitors to distinguish them from the entry card.
Hallam Street

Policies and Procedures: Jean Jenks commented on how comprehensive these appeared to be. The group agreed that they’d be used as guidance for the enter and view visit.
(As an aside, it was noted that a session with the CQC was planned regarding the single sex enter and view visits.)

Debbie Mason Meeting: This would be 4pm, 25th November at Delta House. Carol Powney and Jon Egan to attend, but with Jean Jenks and Lynette Webb in reserve.
Joint LINk Meeting: It was agreed to look at 24th/25th for this; David Boaz noted he could not attend on 25th and Carol Gallimore/Bill Hodgetts noted they could not attend on 24th.
Management Group Update

The Host explained that the Management Group had agreed experience forms to circulate. These asked who? when? where? what? why?
Ron noted that Scrutiny was conducting a review of care in hospital; this was identified as the piece of work LINk was supporting with their single sex/dignity and privacy review.
It was also explained the stroke report was due to go the Health and Wellbeing Board.
Lastly, it was noted the next Open Forum had been planned for 16th December, 10:30 – 12:30 on ASSIST. Ron mentioned he’d spoken with a councillor and had heard that David Stevens had received their BT report and was still considering it.
Ambassador’s Forum Update
Jean Jenks and Ron Heath explained that a new person had been employed to look at employing disabled people/people with learning disabilities in order to support them into proper employment. Only 12 people are currently employed that fit these criteria and so Sandwell Council are aiming to increase the figures.

JSNA Prioritisation

It was agreed to attempt this at the end of the meeting/arrange an additional meeting for Monday, 7th November.

Any Other Business
Caring for the Future: Ron urged involvement in this as they’re consulting on priorities. Carol Gallimore asked for the Host to book her if possible and the Host noted it would also be worth Carol calling directly.

CARES Strategic Consultation: Ron explained CARES was doing a consultation focused around papers etc, and if anyone was interested in reading strategic papers then this could be appropriate.

Act Now to Reform Care System: Ron asked if LINk could send this out; the Host expressed concern regarding capacity and members indicated willingness to help with mailings.
Date of the Next meeting: This will be 10:00am 12:00pm, Monday 5th December 2011 at the Yemeni Centre, West Bromwich.
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