
	Sandwell LINk Health Subgroup Meeting


	Date: Friday 18th March 2011
	Venue: The Salvation Army, Merton Close, Off Pound Road, Oldbury, B68 8NG


	Present: 
Geoff Coleman (Options for Life)

Hans Csucsmi

Carol Gallimore

Anne Marie Hunt (Begin Again)

Jean Jenks
Hardeep Kaur

Colin Lewis

Janet Male
Brian Millward

Amaro Pereira (Chair)

Carol Powney
Simon Ware (Ideal for All)
	In attendance:
Stephanie Hardy - Host
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	Welcome and Apologies: 
It was explained that Bill had asked Amaro to chair the group on his behalf; the Chair welcomed all and conducted introductions. Apologies were noted from Bill Hodgetts, Jean Durrant, Jon Egan, Rachel Collins and Dorothy Nemedi.
Minutes of the last Meeting:

On page 1, it was noted that Janet Male should not have been listed as present and the apologies should have been from Janet instead of Joan.
On page 5, fifth paragraph, Jean did not say there were clinicians in London; this will be amended to ‘it was’.
On page 6, last paragraph, neither Jean nor Joan nor Janet spoke about an article in the metro; this will be amended to ‘it was’. 

On page 7, second paragraph, Simon did not say ‘Sandwell and Oldbury’; this will be amended to ‘Sandwell’.
Pending these amendments, the minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record.
Matters Arising:
Maqs Khan: It was confirmed that Maqs Khan at Sandwell Community Health Services had now been contacted and that they were currently collating the questionnaire results and would share these; the window of opportunity for responses has passed, but they did feel a representative sample had been gained with over 500 responses.
Bob Piper & Andy Green: The Host offered apologies as there had been a miscommunication concerning who had carried this out in the office.

Identification of any other business:

· Question about the White Paper
· Ideal for All Coffee Morning
· Green Homes
· HealthWatch
· Putting People First Meeting
· Letter to the Media
Host Update:

Positive Choices: The Host circulated some paperwork from the service users of Positive Choices in Tipton. It was explained that Positive Choices is a day service based within Glebefields Home in Tipton. The current understanding is that the service is being ended and service users offered an alternative elsewhere. The paperwork supplied was a copy of the letter the service users had written to their service manager and a number of comments captured from them. The issue was brought to the LINk as a community concern on behalf of the day service users. Alternative views had been expressed by other parties concerning the quality of service.

LINk members agreed to submit an information request, pending approval by the Management Group, asking:
· Who uses the services? How many users are there?

· Where will the service users be expected to go instead?

· What measures have been put in place to support the service users? Both in transition and in accessing the new services?

· How similar will the new support be to the existing support?

· What time scales are being worked to?

The Host will draft the letter and liaise with Gail Parry on the best point of contact for submission.

AGM: The Host reiterated that the AGM will be on 18th April, 3 – 5pm at the Salvation Army and it should be fun. It will be an opportunity to hear about the work of the LINk and to elect the new Management Group.

Colin Lewis gave his apologies.

Transition Subgroup: The Host reiterated that the Transition Subgroup has now been opened to the wider LINk membership and the LINk are holding the first meeting on 30th March, 1:30 to 3:30 at the Salvation Army. Everyone within the LINk is welcome.
Management Group Update:

It was explained that this has been added to the agenda in order to facilitate the exchange of information between the Management Group and Subgroups.

Transition Subgroup: The 30th March and the Transition Subgroup was highlighted again for its importance; this is a chance for members to begin thinking about LINk’s views on how HealthWatch should look and to inform the LINk reps on the HealthWatch Steering Group so that they can represent the LINk effectively.
Budget: It was confirmed that the budget had been cut for LINk’s fourth year by 60% and this will have a corresponding impact on staffing and work carried out. The LINk Management Group has challenged the cut and is waiting to hear from the Council. An understanding has been put across that the council is using some of the money in order to prepare for HealthWatch and the LINk may be able to access additional funds for work that prepares for HealthWatch.
It was suggested that two subgroup meetings (health and social care) may not be necessary as many people attend both; condensing these could cut costs. Other members felt this may result in a meeting that was too long. It was noted that this was the type of topic that would be discussed at the AGM.
Discussion of how LINk would flow into HealthWatch ensued. It was noted that although the Health and Social Care Bill says that HealthWatch assumes LINk functions, the detail of transfer from LINk to HealthWatch in Sandwell has yet to be agreed. Sandwell MBC will need to go through a tendering process in order to establish HealthWatch by 1st April 2012. It is up to the LINk members to champion their interests during the discussions. The Management Group therefore encourage members to attend on 30th March and future Transition Groups.
Any other Business:

Question about the White Paper: Hans queried whether the LINk had reached a view on the Health and Social Care Bill; the Host confirmed that the LINk had not reached further views since the white paper consultation.
Hans expressed specific concern that some of the good programmes that the PCT carries out may be discontinued by GPs or the Council when they assume those functions.
The Host explained that the GPs and Council should be under the same duty to meeting local need that the PCT were previously under; services may change, but the need should continue to be met.
Ideal for All Coffee Morning: Simon explained that Ideal for All will be holding a coffee morning on welfare and benefits and generally on how to keep more money in your pocket. Simon circulated a flyer with details: it will be on Tuesday, 12th April 2011, 10:30am to 12 noon at the Independent Living Centre, 100 Oldbury Road, Smethwick, B66 1JE.
Green Homes: The Host explained that Green Homes was a project that the wider Host organisation was involved with. The aim is to offer support with green energies and improving the energy efficiency of homes.  In particular, they have schemes for installing solar panels. If a homeowner can afford to purchase the panel, then Green Homes can help with the installation and the Government will then pay a tariff to the home owner each year of around £800. If the home owner can’t afford it, Green Homes can install it for free and they will receive the tariff instead; this money is then used to offer options like insulation where the home owner’s roof doesn’t support panels. In either case, the benefit will be in reducing the bills for the home owner by over £100 per year. Green Homes can also be approached to discuss business premises, etc. There is no geographic restriction on the scheme. The Host circulated a flyer containing more information and contact details: paulw@accordha.org.uk or 0300 111 7000.
HealthWatch: The Host explained that the Council were holding an event to enable individuals to have input into shaping Sandwell’s HealthWatch on 11th May 2011 at the Public, 1:30 – 4:30. It’s open to all members of the public but places are limited so members are encouraged to email enquiries_personalisation@sandwell.gov.uk or phone 0121 569 5516 in order to book a place now.
Putting People First Meeting: Carol said that there was a Putting People First Meeting on 24th March, 1:30pm to 4:00pm at Cares, Beeches Road, West Bromwich. Call 569 5516 to attend.
There’s also a Neighbourhood and Friends Forum for the Soho Ward at 6 – 8pm same day.
Letter to the Media: The Host circulated a letter on behalf of  Ron Heath. The letter was sent to the media and challenged the current style of leadership by Sandwell MBC amidst the reforms; Ron wished it circulated for information only.
Obesity Strategy: The Host informed the group that the Obesity JSNA and the Sandwell Family and Family Obesity Strategy have been shared and if anyone would like a copy then contact the Host. Geoff and Amaro expressed interest.
Different Strokes: Hardeep explained that a group known as Different Strokes is looking to organise rehabilitation groups in the localities which support a variety of people who have experienced stroke, including young people. BCSSN are looking to encourage this and offer £500 toward setting the groups up.
Date of next meeting:

6th May 2011, 1:30 – 3:30pm, The Salvation Army, Merton Close, Off Pound Road, Oldbury, B68 8NG
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