



	Sandwell LINk Social Care Sub-group Meeting


	Date: Monday 14th February 2011 
	Venue: Carters Green Business Centre, Warwick Room, West Bromwich, B70 9LB


	Present:

Granville Allen 

Ken Barlow

John Cash (Chair)
Geoff Coleman - Options for Life

Rachel Collins
Jon Egan
Debbie Elwell - Unique People

Ron Heath
Jean Jenks - Dignity Campaign
Janet Male 

Amaro Pereira
Jenna Rowe 

Doreen Veale - Ideal for All
	In attendance:
Carl Griffin – Sandwell PCT

Paul Hoffman – BCHG 
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	Welcome and Apologies: The (former) Chair opened the meeting by welcoming all present.  He then reiterated that he had relinquished the post as Chair of the Social Care sub group at the last meeting to afford another member the opportunity to Chair.  He then enquired if anyone would like to assume the role of Chair, no responses from the floor.  The (former) Chair then said he would resume the post if the members were in acceptance, the members were in agreement.  The newly appointed Chair then requested the apologies. 
The Host stated Kay Bradwell, Geoff Tranter, Caroline Horton, Stuart Johnson and Lynette Webb.  The Chair then asked to change the agenda order and the guest speaker agreed.

Minutes of the last Meeting:

Ron stated that in relation to his comments to the guest speaker, Rajinder Sunnerd on the 1st November 2010, as opposed to contacting someone from Shaftesbury House, he meant it would be more productive to speak with a person in a strategic and not an operational role who is involved with young carers.  Ron also said young carers are not exempt from the Emergency Card Scheme.  In addition, Ron further commented that he did not query about whether there was funding but wanted to know if there were any personal budgets.   He then said he used the term largely as opposed to solely when he was speaking about the Community Health Councils (CHCs).

Excluding these amendments, the minutes were agreed as a true record of events.
The HOST apologised and stated that the errors would be amended.

Matters Arising:
Letter from Housing Director of SMBC
Ron read extracts from two letters; the first he read he received from the Commissioning and Performance Unit of SMBC and the other in response to his correspondence to Darren Cooper.  Ron said he was concerned about the content of the letter he received from Darren Cooper because it was not in accordance with the Equality Act, which becomes legislation in April 2011.  Ron commented that as the Act was established to engage with more (community) groups at the same time to reduce favouritism the content of Darren Cooper’s letter was more focussed on cost cutting.  

Debbie said the issue should be brought to Scrutiny and Sandwell LINk Management Group; moreover the issue should have gone through a consultation process.

Ron notified the meeting that at present he had not replied to Darren Cooper’s letter.

Rachel said it was an incorrect decision to disband the groups.

The Chair said the matter was an important issue but time restrictions meant it could not be discussed at length now.

Sam Hay    
Debbie stated that since Sam Hay came and spoke to the Social Care subgroup on the 4th October 2010 he has failed to adhere to his promise to send the group information around the carer’s register and funding.  Moreover, he had not fed-back the initial meeting or information back to Scrutiny.
LINk’s Remit

Ron contended that the LINk is allowed to look at young people.  To support his comment he read from a NHS print-out that stated the LINk’s remit.  He also highlighted that Gloucestershire and Croydon have young people groups in their respective LINk’s.  It is worth noting that the document Ron read from also highlights that children’s social services are excluded from the LINk’s remit.
The Chair stated that on several occasions he has notified the Management group that the Social Care sub group are interested in pursuing issues around young carers but was informed that young people are out not within the remit of the LINk.  
It was noted that LINk constitution does not permit it to look at young people issues.
Ron then stated that the constitution should be amended.

Amaro commented that the LINk has the autonomy to formulate their own constitution; he then read an extract from an Information Request letter relating to the Carer’s Register recently sent by the LINk to Richard Nugent, Sandwell PCT.     

The Chair said as it is a constitutional matter it should be raised at the AGM.
Debbie commented that Rob Bacon said we should be working closer with young people.

Guest Speaker – Carl Griffin on JSNA – Sandwell PCT:
The Chair welcomed Carl to Sandwell LINk’s Social Care subgroup and re-introductions were made.  Carl commenced his informal presentation by stating his job title and the purpose for a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment.  A copy of Carl’s presentation can be obtained via a request to the HOST.

Identification of Any other Business:

· Minute Taking
· DLA Reform
· Concerns about Transition to HealthWatch
· Wiltshire Involvement Network
· Sandwell ASSIST

· LINK Awareness dates
Research in Health and Social Care:

The HOST reported that the LINk presently have an under-spend in their research budget and asked the members to put forward some research proposals.  The HOST also notified the meeting that as time is limited for the completion of the research they must bear this in mind in what ideas they propose.    
Debbie said the Social Care sub group could research Ron’s issue because it affects people across the board and it can be completed within the restricted time limit.   
Geoff said a desktop research could be conducted in the time available.  He then notified the meeting that children whose parents have learning disabilities have a high probability of becoming wards of the state.  Geoff further reported that his organisation, Options for Life, received (temporary) funding to support adults with learning disabilities in the home and the intervention resulted in a significant reduction in children from those homes being taken into care.  Despite the positive result of early intervention and the financial savings derived from the children not being placed into the custody of the social services the funding for the project finishes on the 31st March 2011.  
Amaro said that if Geoff is willing for the data collated by Options for Life to be used as a desktop research project, he should forward the information to the HOST.   
Debbie proposed that Geoff and then Ron’s projects be the first and second options for the Social Care sub-group research proposals.
The members agreed.

Any other business:

Minute Taking
Ken reported that he had completed a minute taking course at Fircroft College.
DLA Reform

Ron informed the meeting about the recently convened Disability Living Allowance Consultation organised by Ideal for All at Oldbury Council Chambers.  Ron stated that at the well attended event it was reported that Disability Living Allowance, DLA, would be phased out to be replaced by Personal Independence Payments, PIP’s, in April 2013. 
Concerns about Transition to HealthWatch

Ron expressed concerns that as HealthWatch would be operational within 12month there was room for improvement in relation to the passage of information from the Management Group to the sub groups.  He further stated that he was on the interim board for LINk and it was not established to restrict the flow of information.  Ron further commented that he represents several different organisations who all enquire what is happening with the LINk but because of the lack of information forthcoming he is unable to give them a substantive response.

Amaro stated the Management Group had recently established a Transition Group to discuss the LINk’s transition to HealthWatch.  He then reported that the inaugural meeting was on the 9th February 2011 before the Management Group meeting.  

Ron enquired if the meetings are open to all of LINk’s members or only the Management Group.

Amaro was of the opinion that it was open.

Rachel was of the opinion that it was closed.
Jon stated that the members would like to be privy to the information from the transition meetings.

Debbie commented that work is being done but the information is not being fed-back.
Amaro said the next meeting is on the 8th March 2011, 12:00 – 1:30pm at The Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury.
Wiltshire Involvement Network 
Ron notified the meeting about an article in the Daily Mail.  The Chair of Wiltshire Involvement Network (a health watchdog) made a comment that was interpreted as racist and a complaint made to Wiltshire Council.  The complaint was upheld and the funding to cover the administrations cost for the network was frozen.  The funding was re-instated after 6months.  Ron stated that we/the LINk must be careful.        
Sandwell ASSIST
Ron reported that Sandwell ASSIST (Sandwell MBC single point of contact for all adult social care services) is not working.  He then requested that the HOST contact ASSIST to come to a meeting and explain the situation to the LINk.  The Chair suggested either Graham Lϋdar-Smith or Elizabeth Saunders.
Several other members also expressed negative experiences about the service.

Debbie commented about the financial cost to the caller who has to undergo a 45minute assessment on a number that is not a 0800 free line.  She then said that Unique People discussed the concerns around ASSIST with Lesley Brohan of the Commissioning Board.  Debbie then stated that we need a network of organisations such as Ideal for All and Options for Life querying why the service is not working.

Joan said she had a positive experience when ringing ASSIST for information around the Blue Badge parking scheme.

Debbie said it appears that ASSIST can cope with simple requests but there is room for improvement when the query is more complex.  
Date of Next Meeting:
Monday 14th March 2011, Carters Green Business Centre, Lancaster Room, West Bromwich, B70 9QL, 10:15am – 12:15pm
	  HOST
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