



	Sandwell LINk Transition Subgroup


	Date: Tuesday 9th February 2011
	Venue: Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury, B68 8NG


	Present: 
Pam Jones (Chair)
Bill Hodgetts (Vice Chair)
Rachel Collins

Carol Gallimore 
Dorothy Nemedi

Amaro Pereira 
Hardeep Kaur (Birmingham, Sandwell and Solihull Cardiac and Stroke Network)

	In attendance:
Stephanie Hardy (BCHG)

Samantha Coley (BCHG)
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	Welcome and Apologies: 
This was the first meeting of the transition group. All members were welcomed and apologies noted from John Cash, Debbie Elwell and Bob Cohen.   
Year Four Update

Whilst the Host staff remained absent, the LINk Chair updated the rest of the Management Group with the budget and proposed staffing for Sandwell LINk in its fourth year as proposed by the council and accepted by BCHG as Host.
Members agreed that they would challenge the council, in the persons of Jacqueline Aldred and Glynn Dixon as responsible parties for commissioning LINk, over:

· the amount agreed
· the way it was decided

· the lack of LINk involvement

· the fact that a ‘seamless’ transition was impossible without appropriate funding

· the fact that LINk cannot fulfil its functions without funding

· that the Department of Health instructed councils to maintain the level of funding

· that this does not reflect any appreciation of the work carried out by LINk and may damage involvement in HealthWatch
It was agreed that the Chair would draft this and ask the Host to send it.
Health and Social Care Bill (2011)

The Host explained that they proposed to go over this first in order to give the members wider context for deciding the role and remit of the group. A paper with the main points and implications of the Bill had been circulated prior to the meeting and this was briefly outlined for those who had not had opportunity to read.

Remit of the Transition Group

The Chair started by supplying additional local context to the transition period. She identified that there are both regional and local meetings about transition that Sandwell LINk’s transition group will need to interact with.

The Chair explained that the regional meeting was the LINk network supported by Cat Crum. The remit of this meeting is to compare progress with other LINks and to hear about national projects, appointing appropriate representation as is necessary. She noted that the Local Authority and Host have similar meetings.

The local meeting is a HealthWatch steering group set up by Sandwell MBC, currently attended by the Chair and Vice Chair. In addition to the LINk members and the council, representatives attend from the Host, PCT, Scrutiny, Children’s Services, GP Consortia, SCVO and Sandwell Ambassadors Forum. This group is charged with producing a model for HealthWatch. The Chair outlined a number of component diagrams produced so far and noted that it had been raised that more voluntary sector style needed to be done as well. It was agreed to circulate these diagrams and the engagement plan.
The Host then circulated a draft terms of reference for members to consider the main points ready for the next meeting. This needed to include the name of the group, the aim of it, the membership, the role and the remit. It was agreed at this time that the membership would be restricted to the Management Group until the Terms of Reference could be discuss more fully, all members would come prepared to discuss at the next meeting.
LINk, Local Authority and Host all attend respective regional meetings around transition, and part of the role of the transition group would be to inform the LINk representatives who attend the LINk meetings and to hear from the representatives after they’ve attended. She explained the remit of the LINk regional meeting was to compare what was occurring in different areas and to identify national representatives.
The Chair also explained that the Council has a HealthWatch Steering Group, and that each individual attending the regional meetings also feeds into this local steering group. 

Any Other Business: 
The Host noted that a briefing event was being arranged by the council’s steering group for either 30th March or 4th April. A follow up engagement event would be either on 11th or 12th May.
Next Meeting:
Tuesday 8th March 2011, 12:30 – 1:30, Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury, B68 8NG
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