



	Sandwell LINk Social Care Sub-group Meeting


	Date: Monday 10th January 2011 
	Venue: Carters Green Business Centre, Lancaster Room, West Bromwich, B70 9LB


	John Cash – Chair 

Jon Egan
Ron Heath 

Caroline Horton – Cancer Network  

Jean Jenks – Dignity Campaign
Stuart Johnson
Lynette Webb 
	In attendance:
Lisa Hill – Primary Care Mental Health Service Improvement Lead

Paul Hoffman – BCHG 
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	Welcome and Apologies: The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming all present.  He then notified the meeting that he was relinquishing the post as Chair of the Social Care subgroup to afford another member the opportunity to Chair.  He then enquired if anyone would like to assume the role of Chair.

Ron commented that under the circumstances, the Chair should consider chairing this particular meeting.  The Chair graciously accepted the proposal.  Apologies were also offered for Debbie Elwell and Janet Male

As the guest speaker, Lisa Hill, would not be arriving until 11am The Chair decided that the meeting would proceed unto other items on the agenda until she arrived.  
Minutes of the last Meeting:
Ron stated that he asked the guest speaker, Rajinder Sunnerd, at the last meeting on the 4th November 2010 if there was a link between the organisation to which she is employed, Sandwell Young Carers, and carers in West Bromwich but the response of not a lot was not recorded in the minutes. 
Carol enquired if the HOST had contacted Shaftsbury House to ascertain what their doing to enforce the Young Carers Policy.
The HOST replied that as children and young people are not within the remit of the LINk it would not be appropriate to contact them requesting the information.
Carol then asked who is responsible for young people.

The HOST said Sandwell MBC Children Services.  
Ron commented that he disputes the statement in the November Management Group minutes, on the 9th November 2010, where the Chair for the LINk stipulated that young carers are not within the organisations remit.  Ron further stated that the issue requires clarification and the dilemma could be resolved by referring to the legal framework as it is the final arbiter.  
The Chair stated that clarity is required and he will raise the issue in AOB at the Management Group meeting on the 11th January 2011.      
For clarity Ron stated that what he meant when he said the Social Care subgroup should direct our questions to someone at Shaftsbury House as opposed to Rajinder, the guest speaker, was as the questions were strategic in content it would be more prudent to ask someone in a commissioning post.  Within this context, Ron requested that the dialogue relating to contacting Shaftsbury House be reworded and the response to why young carers are exempt from the Emergency Card Scheme inserted.  He also noted that the word ‘incorrect’ was not spelt correctly.  
The HOST apologised for the omissions and notified the meeting that he would amend the draft minutes.  Excluding the previous amendments the minutes were passed as an accurate record.
Matters Arising:
Mental Health and Personal Budgets

Ron queried whether it was factual that there is no funding for mental health in the borough of Sandwell.

Stuart said to his knowledge this is the case.  

GP OOH Candidate Appointed
Ron reported that the successful provider for the GP OOH tender was appointed in mid-December and not November 2010 and the contract would commence from the beginning of the new financial year; April 1st 2011.  
Timescale for HealthWatch

Stuart enquired if there was a timescale for LINk to evolve into HealthWatch.

The Chair replied March.  He further stated that the Chair of LINk had been attending transitional meetings.

Ron commented that he has been speaking to people, who in contrary to popular belief, are not of the opinion that HealthWatch will evolve from LINk but contend that it will not be dissimilar to the (former) Community Health Councils (CHC), populated solely by councillors and professionals, and unlike the LINk it will have no public representation. Ron further commented that the Management Group should set up a meeting to pass on the information that is collated at regional meetings.    
The Chair said that he would feedback the concerns raised to the Management Group. 
Ron replied that he would like to see the LINk convene an event.

The Chair stated that there is one planned in the foreseeable future but he cannot provide a date at this specific time.

Party or Consultation?
Stuart commented that he thought the LINk event convened on December 14th 2010 was more of a consultation as opposed to a Christmas Party.   
Identification of Any other Business:
· Speak Out
· Disability meetings to be cancelled
Equality Impact Assessment:

The HOST informed the meeting that the Department for Health (DH) released its Vision for Adult Social Care: Capable Communities and Active Citizens on the 16th November 2010 and within the said document is the Equality Impact Assessment, EIA.  The vision is the first of three strands of work that look to reform social care to promote fairness and equality with choice and control for all.
Ron commented that the document contains many references to carers and it says the right things but it is lacking in detail.  
The Chair commented that he attended an event at SWBH PCT and everyone participated in the assessment.  
Ron reported that he intended to go to a discharge event at SWBH but it was cancelled.  He requested that The Chair notify the Management Group to ascertain why it was called off.  Ron also requested that the Health subgroup set up another event.  

Guest Speaker: Lisa Hill, Sandwell PCT, Primary Care Mental Health Service Improvement Lead:

The Chair welcomed Lisa to Sandwell LINk’s Social Care subgroup and re-introductions were made.  Lisa commenced her informal presentation by stating her job title and informing the members that her remit is to develop mental health services.  She then said that 40 million pounds is invested in secondary mental health care.  Lisa then notified the meeting that she was aware of the FOI requests sent by the group to Sandwell PCT requesting information pertaining to Post Traumatic Stress (PTS).  She commented that the condition was varied and believed that coming and explaining the condition to the subgroup in person would be more beneficial than responding via a letter.  

A copy of Lisa’s presentation can be obtained via a request to the HOST.

Any other Business:
Speak Out

Ron reported that Speak Out, a new initiative, had been launched.  Speak Out is the product of a consultation and enables patients and service users to share their thoughts via a comments box.

Disability meetings to be cancelled
Ron informed the meeting that in a letter from SMBC it was stated that disability meetings would be replaced by consultations.  The change is in accordance with the Equality Act 2010 that comes into force on 6th April 2011.  
It was mentioned that focus groups will disappear.

Jon said the situation will lead to indirect discrimination.

Jean said whoever is the most vocal will be in charge.   
Date of Next Meeting:
Monday 14th February 2011, 10.15 – 12.15pm venue TBC
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