



	Sandwell Social Care Sub-group Meeting


	Date: Monday 5th July 2010
	Venue: Unique People, Carters Green Pharmacy, West Bromwich, B70 9LW


	Present:
John Cash (Chair)
Bob Cohen

Jon Egan

Debbie Elwell

Anthony Hayes – Unique People                  
Jean Jenks

Stuart Johnson – Unique People
Janet Male

Timothy Ruramai
	In attendance:

Ibrar Hashmi (BCHG)

Stephanie Hardy (BCHG)

Paul Hoffman (BCHG)

Jason Evans – (Primary Care Commissioning Manager for Wednesbury and West Bromwich)
Kate Johnson – (Primary Care Development Worker) 
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	Welcome and Apologies: The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and introductions were made.  Apologies from Simon Ware, Ideal for All.  The Chair then gave the floor to the guest speaker, Jason Evans.    
Guest Speaker: Jason Evans
Jason introduced himself. He underlined his understanding of the invaluable role carers play, and gave an overview of the services available to carers. This included the Carer’s Grant of £1.2million pounds which can be used to commission services/support for carers. He said that this is the budget Sam Hayes is responsible for, and the money is not ring-fenced; in the current climate, the Council are considering reducing it. In the past year, the PCT has commissioned £80,000 worth of short breaks for carers.
The focus then shifted to GPs in particular. Jason confirmed that GPs were required to have a carer register and received a bonus payment for it. This is in their contracts, so essentially by law. He also acknowledged that some GP’s surgeries did not keep up-to-date lists and there was room for improvement; this was the reason for the Primary Care Development Worker: Kate Johnson.
Kate informed the meeting of research she’d done and touched on a desire to work with LINk.  It was noted that the statutory powers that the LINk has may give more leverage when liaising with GPs and similar bodies. The Chair exemplified this point by highlighting the Information Requests letters sent by the LINk to GP’s, however he also mentioned that he would like to see more respondents.
Kate informed the group of statistics around carers: according to the Census figures, Sandwell has approximately 30,000 carers; the figure was 1 in 10 in poorer areas.  She also said that carers who have a significant caring responsibility are more likely to suffer from poor health.  

It was noted that many children who have caring responsibilities are often not identified or on a carer’s register. Bob commented that it was also important for every GP to have a carers register for elder people and it was noted that an Emergency Card Scheme exists.
Debbie informed the meeting that that if you go to a GP outside of Sandwell the PCT will fund any provision apart from mental health.  Moreover, there is no night care or money allocated.  Crossroads was suggested as this is within their remit. 
The Chair thanked both guest speakers for their attendance, he also said now the lines of communication are open the Social sub-group would welcome regular contact to keep up-to-date. Jason stated that he owed it to the group to give them a definitive answer on what was happening with the night care finances.  
Query was raised on conducting an update to research on GP Carers Registers. And it was suggested this would probably not happen until late 2011.    
Minutes of the Last Meeting:
Debbie informed the meeting that she and Stuart attended a Personalisation and not a Big Care conference.  Excluding this error it was agreed that the minutes for 7th June were an accurate record
Matters Arising: 
Personalisation Conference

Debbie said that she and Stuart went to a Personalisation Conference that was attended by delegates from throughout England.  No definitive answers came out of the conference but the final report cost £98.00

Mapping Representation

The HOST noted that they hadn’t received records of the Groups members attend and would welcome this.
Impact of Children’s Service Review Query
Stephanie informed the meeting that the HOST received a 55 page Improvement Plan from Andrea Pope Smith. This had been produced as a result of the review of Children’s Services and shared with the LINk as a result of the request for the impact of the inspection on Adult Services. The LINk were invited to look at the plan and feed back. It was agreed that a smaller subgroup would get together for an hour to go over the plan.
Identification of any other Business
· Correspondence from Member of Parliament
· Lunch & Learn Events
· Standing for MP
Work Plan:
The HOST informed the group that the Work Plan had been revised to include Timescale; Measurement of Success and Results.  Stephanie also said that surveys can be produced (to obtain specific information) and distributed at the future summer shows.  
There was a consensus amongst the group that if a survey was compiled it must not be complicated, the format and questions should be user friendly.  Jean commented that the Town Hall is a good location to put leaflets. The Chair said it is important to be aware, collate information and have a presence but the LINk should not be doing the role of the PCT.
It was commented that the HOST should contact Sam Hayes to ascertain what money is available for carer training.

It was also noted that Unique People do Service Improvement Reviews which cover catering to cultural needs and this is fed into Paul Woodin; LINk should approach Paul to get copies of the reviews and monitor how the recommendations are taken forward.   
The Chair enquired if there were any more questions.
Debbie stated that she wanted to know what is the criteria at Sandwell Homes for the allocation of housing because she was informed that newcomers were being allocated a house in 4 days and in receipt of benefits in 3days.  In addition, she wanted the HOST to contact Shirley Ching to find out the policy for newcomers.  It was noted that this doesn’t fall directly in LINk’s remit and there will be no power to compel a response.
Research Briefing:

Ibrar Hashmi (Research Officer) talked through the research briefing and enquired if there were any questions.
Debbie enquired how many people fill-in YouGov questionnaires.  She also commented on another article in the Express and Star that reported Steve Eling, deputy-head of Sandwell Council, saying that the Council saying has huge cuts but did not identify which department or services would be affected.

Carers Register – Update:
The Host drew the LINk’s focus to the need to decide what to do next based upon what they had heard from their guest speakers. It was also noted that in a previous meeting with the Host, the suggestion of an update on Kate Johnson’s research happening in late 2010 was put forward.

It was agreed that a further information request to GPs would be too much, but that a recommendation could be put to the PCT to update their records. This would be drafted and approved at the next meeting. 
Any other Business: 
Correspondence from Member of Parliament

Ibrar Hashmi (LINk Research Officer) circulated a letter he received from Tom Watson MP for West Bromwich East, thanking the LINk for sharing their Big Care Debate findings and committing to keeping it in mind.
Lunch & Learn Events
Debbie informed the group of the Lunch and Learn events and requested that the HOST write to Rita Gupta to find out the outcome of the events. 

Standing as MP
Debbie enquired if there was any problem with a LINk member standing as an MP.
Date of Next Meeting: 2nd Aug at 10.15 am - 12.15pm, Unique People, Carters Green Pharmacy, West Bromwich.
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