



	Sandwell Social Care Sub-group Meeting


	Date: Monday 7th June 2010
	Venue: Unique People, Carters Green Pharmacy, West Bromwich, B70 9LW


	Present:
John Cash (Chair)
John Egan

Debbie Elwell

Anthony Hayes

Ron Heath                      

Martin Hill (YMCA)
Jean Jenks

Stuart Johnson – Unique People
Parminder Kaur

Janet Male

Denzil Vassell
	In attendance:

Stephanie Hardy (BCHG)

Paul Hoffman (BCHG)
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	Welcome and Apologies: The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and offered apologies for Rachel Collins, attending Scrutiny meeting, Teresa Culverwell, Lynette Webb, Dorothy Nemedi, Carol Gallimore and Simon Ware, Ideal for All, for their non-attendance.  
Minutes of the Last Meeting: Excluding the addition of Amaro Pereira and Debbie Elwell’s apologies, it was agreed that the minutes for 10/05/10 were an accurate record.
Matters Arising: 
Appropriate Guest-Speakers
In relation to which guest speaker the Social subgroup should invite to a meeting; Debbie commented that Alan Dean may be more appropriate for the discussion than Andrea Pope-Smith. 
CRB

Debbie informed the group that if you undertake a CRB check as a volunteer it can be used multiple times.  
Identification of Any other Business: 
· Comments on Annual Public Report
· Distribute Newsletter
· Promotion of future Events
Preparing for Andrea Pope-Smith: Stephanie informed the group that she had approached Andrea Pope-Smith about coming to the subgroup to discuss the restructuring of adult service on either 7th or 21st June, but Andrea was unable to make these. Instead, Andrea would be available on the 28th June, if the sub-group wished to arrange their additional meeting then. Debbie said Alan Dean is writing the strategy and is the appropriate person to speak about the issue.  It was therefore agreed that an additional meeting would not be necessary, and Alan Dean should be invited to a future subgroup.
The Host suggested that it would be beneficial if the Social subgroup followed the format of the Health subgroup and had their meetings on a set day each month. The Health subgroup has settled on the 3rd Friday, so it would be best to pick a different week for members who attend both.  The 1st Monday in the month was chosen, starting from the 5th July 2010.

The Host agreed to contact Alan Dean for his availability on the above date, outlining the areas the LINk wished to hear about.  
Research Briefing: This was an opportunity for members to ask questions about the briefing that had been sent out before the meeting. 
Debbie enquired ‘what is the Homelessness Grant’? Tony said he thinks it is a payment homeless people receive to buy furniture.   
Debbie went on to inform that group that she would be attending a (DoH) Big Care conference on the 15th June 2010 in Birmingham, and would be happy to raise questions the LINk may have.  The Chair enquired whether the LINk was aware of the event, to which Debbie replied that she was aware of the conference from Stuart Lackenby.
The Chair informed the group about the Ambassadors meeting and queried why the information is not being shared.  
Debbie informed the meeting that housing is a social care concern because homelessness can lead to mental issues; which is a social issue.  She also said she would be attending the Homeless Strategy Group (first meeting) on the 28th June at Kingston House, and would feedback relevant information to the LINk.    
In relation to the research briefing, Ron commented that items 3 and 4 are inconsistent because one says budgets are being cut and the other says targets are not being met.    
Jean observed that there may be further change as David Cameron’s speech on impact to the budget would be made today.  
Carers Register Update:
The Host has received 39 replies from GP’s following their request for information relating to details of policies and procedures pertaining to how patients should book appointments, including what documents, if any, they are required to provide to reception staff on making the appointment.
Debbie asked whether the LINk could name the GP’s who have not replied.  Tony said name and shame.

The Chair commented that the LINk should utilise Alan Dean to contact the unresponsive GP’s.

Mapping Representation:
Stephanie asked if there were any members who attend different groups representing the LINk.  Jean informed the group she frequents Dignity Campaign Working Group meetings.  Debbie said she attends the Happiness Group and Homeless Steering Group meetings.  John and Stuart go to Ambassador meetings.  Ron attends other groups but did not want to represent the LINk because he could express a (personal opinion) that is perceived as controversial and the remark is associated with the LINk. 
Debbie said it would make sense to get a list of all the groups the members attend to obtain an overview. It might be established that the members can feed in information to the Social subgroup and take a message back to the committee or group they sit on, rather than representing the LINk at all times. Members agreed to feed in their meetings to make a list.
The Chair commented about Wolverhampton and Dudley PCT’s joining.  Stephanie informed the meeting that Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall, under the leadership of Rob Bacon, would merge into one PCT cluster.  
Work Plan:
Copies of the draft Work Plan were circulated for members to take a look at and give input on points where they felt there were other groups, etc. where work could be linked in. Ron said 150 pages were dedicated to the BME debate in the (White Paper) Big Care Debate, so this should be taken into account under the points about looking into how services accommodate BME/different cultures. Some discussion took place around different concerns on accommodating different cultures, and how it was done in Sandwell. 
Ron said the LINk needed to be careful not to focus too much on detail in the Work Plan. He expressed a desire to include elements about keeping up to date with the changes that would be coming in the health and social care sector. The Chair replied that he understood what Ron was saying but there was a need to have a balance between working with the community, official bodies, councillors and MPs.  
Request to Alan Dean:

Stephanie asked the group what questions they want to ask Alan Dean.  Ron said questions about restructuring services in Sandwell, how is it going to affect patients and staff, what about the large number of staff that have been made redundant or re-graded.  The Chair commented that those questions would be asked, refer to the minutes.  
Stuart said he asked Stuart Lackenby for a copy of the flowchart that will be used to assess patients over the phone.  No response as yet.  He enquired whether the Host could obtain it for the LINk. 
Ron highlighted the concern that Children’s Services had failed on 13 out of 15 points in their recent inspection; he felt it was needed to ask about whether adult social care would face a similar situation. The Host will contact Andrea Pope-Smith about this. 
Any other Business: 
Comments on Annual Public Report

The Chair commented on the Public Health Annual Report for Health 2008/09.  He was concerned that Dr John Middleton, Sandwell’s Director of Public Health, made scant mention of social care and carers in the report.  
Distribute Newsletter
On behalf of Simon Ware, Ideal for All, Stephanie distributed a Community Newsletter on Disability Issues.  As Debbie Elwell had to leave early, Stephanie also gave out an Age Concern and Help the Aged Factsheet.

Empowering Events

Ideal for All are hosting 3 Empowering People events that will provide its attendees with information on how care services for adults are changing in the borough of Sandwell.  The Empowering People events will be on the 26th June 2010 at The Salvation Army, Cradley Heath Corps, Meredith Street, Cradley Heath, B64 5EP.  The 6th July 2010 at The Public, New Street, West Bromwich, B70 7PG and on the 13th July at Wesley Centre, Spring Head, Wednesbury, WS10 9AD.   
Promotion of Future Events

The Chair informed the meeting about a future SHOES, Sandwell Health’s Other Economic Summit, event at The Public between the 23rd and 25th June 2010.  In addition, The Council of Disabled People will be hosting a training session to assist disability organisations become sustainable in the long-term.  The training will be held on Monday 14th June from 9.30am to 3.00pm at the Independent Living Centre.  Contact Simon Ware on (0121) 558 5555 or simon_ware@sandwell.gov.uk  
Sandwell Mental Health and Social Care NHS Foundation Trust are hosting an event, Play Fair, Banishing Stigma, Enabling Recovery, at The Public, New Street, West Bromwich, B70 7PG on Monday 7th June 2010.  Sandwell LINk will have a stall at the event. 

Date of Next Meeting: 5th July at 10.15 am - 12.15pm, Unique People, Carters Green Pharmacy, West Bromwich.

	HOST
   All
 HOST
  HOST



PAGE  
4

