
	Sandwell LINk Health Sub Group Meeting


	Date: Friday 23 April 2010
	Venue: The Salvation Army, Oldbury


	Present: 

Amaro Pereria
Bill Hodgetts - Chair
Bob Cohen

Dorothy Nemedi

Jean Jenks

Hans Csusmi
Sheila Clarke

Simon Ware – Ideal for All
	In attendance:

Stephanie Hardy (BCHG)

Ibrar Hashmi (BCHG)
Paul Hoffman (BCHG)
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	Welcome and Apologies: Bill welcomed all to the meeting.  Apologies for non attendance from Hardeep Kaur.  
Minutes from Last Meeting: Sheila Clarke highlighted that the March minutes should be amended because her name was incorrectly omitted from Present.  Simon Ware requested that ‘Sandwell Disability Network’ be altered to Sandwell Disability. 
Matters Arising: Hospital Discharges – a contentious issue.  Patient’s being discharged in the evening and late at night, sometimes dressed in nightwear. No apparent set guidelines.  The haphazard discharge ‘procedure’ has resulted in some patients not having any finances for a taxi to return home.
Hans Csusmi stated patients should not be discharged in the evening.  
Bill Hodgetts informed the group about ‘Star Treatment’.  
‘S-T’ is basically an aftercare package that is not an after-thought.  Patients are not discharged on the weekend or afternoons and they are rung (two times per day) up to 6weeks after their initial discharge.  The carers who participate in S-T are not medically qualified.   
Bob Cohen shared his concerns about the protracted period (at times) between patients being discharged and receiving their medication.  BC also informed the meeting that at times patients were being charged twice for prescriptions.  
Hans said that some GPs only allow patients two ‘items’ on the ‘agenda’.  To get around this patients are double booking appointments.  

Bill Hodgetts said Sandwell LINk should try to get members on all GPs cluster boards.  Simon Ware told the group that he was offered a seat on Wednesbury and West Bromwich Cluster Board.    
Simon relayed to the group that Sandwell Cancer Group met the previous day (22/04/10) and the meeting went well.  Cancer nurse, Caroline Horton, invited people suffering from cancer, carers, junior doctors and others in the health profession to attend.
Bob Cohen spoke about prostrate cancer and the campaign to open a hospital in Sandwell. 

A point of concern noted in the meeting was the lack of respect/inappropriate attitude of some junior doctors.  The meeting was informed of The Dignity in Care Campaign.  A Department of Health (DoH) initiative that aims to end tolerance of indignity in health and social care services through raising awareness and inspiring people to take action.  

Simon informed the meeting about Epilepsy Information Day.    

The first meeting was on the 17/04/10.  The idea is basically as it says, a monthly meeting where people can obtain information about everything relating to epilepsy.  
Stephanie informed members  about a 12-week (fact finding) consultation the DoH had undertaken to find out if people wanted more choice in service delivery i.e. use GPs that best suit their needs or be restricted to the one’s located in their catchment area.  
Bill Hodgetts would like more information. 

Stephanie asked the group if they wanted Marie Ayres to attend the next health sub-group meeting, on the 21/05/10, to give the members a greater understanding of the 12-week consultation and its purpose. 
Identification of any other business:
Future of the Sub-groups: whether to keep the two sub-groups separate or join them together was a ‘warm’ debate. 
Statements were made that the health and social group were too different and covered entirely separate issues.  On this basis there were no benefits in joining the two sub-groups.  It was also put to the meeting that some issues over-lapped both the health and social sub-groups; therefore there were good reasons for the groups to unite into one group.  
Simon commented that there were issues that over-lapped both groups and for these specific issues joint meetings could occur.  He also said a benefit of two groups was wider community involvement. 
Bill Hodgetts asked for a show of hands to find out who was for or against the idea of remaining single groups or joining into one.  Hans Csusmi, Jean Jenks, Dorothy Nemidi and Simon Ware all ‘voted’ for the groups to remain separate.  Bob Cohen and Sheila Clarke chose not to ‘vote’ at that present time. Bill Hodgetts was in favour of merging the groups.
Amaro suggested keeping the groups separate until after the AGM. 
Hans suggested the Chairs of each group get together to discuss an agenda.   

Bob Cohen spoke about the cost of attending several meetings.  
Jean informed the meeting that Age Well had two spots on WM Radio the week before.  Bill Hodgetts said it was very important for Sandwell LINk to increase there presence and let more people know of their existence. 

Taking Discharge Forward: Ibrar (Research officer for Host team) showed an example of a questionnaire for Enter and View visits (E&V visits). This was done to attain members’ feedback. Amaro suggested that the second question be amended to include relevant carers and healthcare professionals. 
The issue of carers not being able to access information without the patients’ permission was raised. 

Maternity Update: (Jean made her apologies and left the meeting)  
Bill Hodgetts went through a list of possible sites for a midwife lead birth centre which is to be built and opened in Sandwell before current services are withdrawn. From the list the two most likely locations were identified as: Leasowes in Odlury and Rowley Regis.
Any other business: Simon informed the meeting of a Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Awareness Day on the 29/04/10 at the Independent Living Centre.  The event is open to members of the public.  
Ibrar then showed the group a copy of a survey to be distributed during the AGM. Suggestions made for improvement were reversing the figures or even changing them to letters as well as elaborating on GP services.
Crisis centres were bought up as a possible addition to the survey however because there was no information collected on them they were not added. Scrutiny of out of hours services was also mentioned.
There were concerns about the mental health services. 

Bill Hodgetts then bought up a report stating that BME communities were 4 times more likely to be assessed under the Mental Health act and admitted. This increased to 16 times more likely in the Asian community. It was suggested that these results should be scrutinised. 
It was suggested to take the top 4 or 5 items from the recent PALs report and request more information about them.

Bill Hodgetts then expressed his thanks to all members for the Health Care Sub Group.  
Date of next meeting: 21st May 2010, 1.30 – 3.30, The Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury.
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