
	 Sandwell Social Care Sub-group Meeting


	Date: Monday 18th January 2010
	Venue: Salvation Army, Merton Close, Oldbury


	Present:
Ron Heath

Amaro Pereira 
John Cash

Jean Jenks

Janet Male

Lynette Webbe
Ken Barlow
	In attendance:

Natiesh McLean (BCHG)
Shirley Parsons (BCHG)
Saeed Nasser (Sandwell Visually Impaired)
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	Welcome and Apologies:
Apologies: Debbie Elwell, Simon Ware (Ideal For All), 
John welcomed all to the meeting.

Saeed Nasser - Access to services for those with a visual impairment:
John introduced Saeed to members, informing the group that Saeed is involved in the Personalisation Agenda, communicating particularly with the visually impaired.
Saeed introduced himself, informing the group he had been invited to join the meeting to speak about visual impairment. 90% of visually impaired people in the UK are over the age of 50. Saeed circulated some informative documents to the group.
The Vice Chair of Sandwell Visually Impaired, works with Social Services in connection with adult interpreters and disability issues. Saeed informed the group that it was only agreed last year by the Government that visually impaired receive the higher rate of DLA. A recent survey reported that 90 % of population would fear losing their sight, and provisions should be put in place for people who do lose their sight.
Access Barriers for Visually Impaired
Access to information, (such as notices in public places, leaflets) and the need to make the information accessible, such as Braille and audio tape.
Early Intervention - a need to be registered with local authority, and then referred to Social Services, the time gap then creates problems.
Counsellor - there is a need for the service of a counsellor and other services, in Sandwell there is no designated base in the eye clinic for the counsellor.
Assessment Process - This need to be flexible and speedier, rehabilitation and support services are needed, such as mobility and local amenities/equipment.
Only 5000 people in the UK use guide dogs. There is a lack of community care and adaptations in the home. 
Saeed mentioned the lack of services available, such as the closure of The Crest Day Service, leaving gaps with services provided.  There is no uniformed approach, services depend on local authority priorities and funding, the 2020 Strategy should bring together a uniformity of services.
John asked Saeed what progress is being made with engagement in the work stream, Saeed said there has been lot of support from local authority with them  tackling issues around health & engaging with health issues to ensure the needs of visually impaired are taken into account.
Bill mentioned that if there was anything the LINk could do to raise awareness of the issues, such as communication with SPCT and developing resources.
Saeed said it would be worthwhile to arrange a meeting with LINk and staff from the visually impaired group. He will speak to his colleagues and HOST will follow up on this.

Anyone wishing to speak to Saeed can contact him on 0121 525 3909 or his colleague Sandra Troth, at the Deaf Resource Centre, Dagger Lane, 0121 525 4810.
Members thanked Saeed for attending the meeting.

Minutes of the last meeting:

These were agreed as an accurate record

Matters Arising:

4.1 - correction - Greets Green amended to Carters Green
4.2 - Dignity Campaign Launch - Natiesh informed the group that the DVD is £19.99 and members agreed it would be a useful DVD to purchase, for LINk training purposes and making available to community groups.
Ron informed the group the Carers Panel had not met due to bad weather; they will be meeting in 2 weeks time.
Identification of Any Other Business:

None identified
Host Update:
Natiesh circulated documents regarding:

Adult Social Services

Care Packages

Sandwell Safeguarding Training - anyone interested in attending the training need to complete the application form.
Health & Wellbeing Event - This is being held on 26 January 2010 at the PUBLIC, West Bromwich.  Bill is running a work shop, anyone wishing to attend to register their interest with Natiesh.
Information Request sent by Host to GP Services -

Natiesh circulated information received from Wybury Medical Group.

Social Care subgroup Event:
The Health Care sub group are running consultations regarding Electronic Patient Records. There has been good response to attend all meetings except for the Tipton area. Amaro mentioned that it would be beneficial for LINk to go out to community groups, youth groups, and senior citizen groups for informal discussions to take place as well as also making contact with other groups, such as Rotary Club.
It was decided that the group should hold an event towards the end of March and asked members to bring ideas to next meeting in February.
Ron mentioned it would be useful to have some involvement from CARES and Carers Involvement Panel (who have around 7/8 people on the panel.
Any other business:
Amaro submitted his apologies for the next meeting.
The Health & Well Being Event - would like as much support as possible, there will be key speakers ( Rob Bacon, Andy Williams, John Middleton), with question time and work shops running.

Ken Barlow registered his interest to attend, Host will confirm his place.
Date of next meeting:

15th February 2010, 10.15 - 12.15, Unique People, Carters Green Pharmacy, West Bromwich

	HOST

HOST
Natiesh
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